





Around t!e world

Hell and a

“When experts explain fire, they often talk about the
three equal sides, representing heat, fuel and oxygen.
for a fire to get started and to keep going. Take a
ingredients and the fire is suppressed. But it ve
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“This” as the Met Service’s Bob
McDavitt put it was the Victorian
Bushfires of February 2009.

Starting in early January, a massive
heat wave descended over south-
eastern Australia. A rare trio of a
slow-moving high-pressure system
over the Tasman Sea, an intense
tropical low off the north-western
coast and a monsoon trough over
northern Australia produced ideal
conditions for pushing hot tropical air
over the south-east of the country.

On the 6" of February, a warning
was issued for February 7 for extreme
weather conditions.

Victorian Premier John Brumby
warned Victorians that “it’s just as
bad a day as you can imagine and on
top of that the state is just tinder-dry.
People need to exercise real common
sense tomorrow, it might be the worst
day in the history of the state.”

February 7% was just as bad as
predicted. Many places across
Victoria experienced their highest
temperatures since records began in
1859. Well into the 40s.

What happened next has been
rehashed plenty of times in the press,
at 11.20am on February 7, smoke
and flames were observed in a hilltop
paddock in Kilmore East, a small
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When it comes to bushfires in drought stricken Australia, farmers are now
refusing to allow firefighters access to water as it is more valuable to them
than the assets that firefighters are seeking to protect.

township 90km north of Melbourne,
as the day unfolded the fire spread
with the wind and other flare ups
occurred all around the state.

Over 200 people lost their lives and
4,500 square kilometres were burned
— the worst bush fire in the state’s
history. As a result, New Zealand
Prime Minster John Key was quick to
offer assistance to his Australian
counterpart, Kevin Rudd which was
gratefully accepted.

On the 13® of February, a group of
52 of New Zealanders met at
Auckland Airport to depart for
Australia. They were farewelled by
John Key before departing.

Alan Thompson from the Hutt City
Rural Fire Authority spent a couple
of weeks in Australia. He told Fire &
Rescue the first NZ contingent arrived
in Victoria on the 13th of February.

“Whilst the worst of Black Saturday
was over, major fires were still
burning fiercely in four areas. We were
sent to the ‘Kilmore/Murrindindi
Fire Complex’. Within any one fire
complex there are multiple major
wild fires over the geographical area.

Each Complex has its own Incident
Management Team (50-100 personnel)
and allocated fire fighting resources
(e.g. 1000 fire fighters and their vehicles,
100 heavy bulldozers, 10 heavy lift
helicopters, 30 tankers, etc).”

The New Zealanders were largely
away from the widlfires which were
“raging uncontrolled several kilo-
metres away.” The main job of the
kiwi group was to work with
‘controlled burns’ ignited by our
firefighters to burn fuel. This was
done after the preparation of control
lines (fire breaks).

“When the weather conditions were
right, i.e. the temperatures and wind
speed, the ‘controlled fire’ was lit up
and the fire burnt back towards the
wild fire. During this tense period we
patrolled and defended the control
line from embers and burning debris
that may still breach the line. It was
really hard physical work in hot
and dirty conditions. It was really
long hours, especially after lighting
up during the afternoon as the
line can not be left until the night
crews arrive.”

Continued over...
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“4WD tankers had to make lengthy
round trips to refill from the few water
sources available, as a result water
was used very sparingly. They were
some very tough conditions.”

By early March, temperatures cooled
and some much welcomed rain meant
firefighters were able to bring many of
the still-burning fires under control.
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There was another side to the ‘fire tri-
angle’, a side that when added in tends
to ensure that the fire is a bad one.

After much investigation, police
believed that the Gippsland fire which
caused the death of 11 people had
been started intentionally. 39-year-
old Brendan Sokaluk was arrested on
February 12 and charged with one
count each of arson causing death,
intentionally lighting a bushfire
and possession of child pornography.
He has been remanded in custody
and is due to face trial in May.

Auckland Psychology Lecturer,
Dr Ian Lambie gave Fire ¢& Rescue a
portrait of the potential arsonists.

“Arsonists can be divided up into
two groups dependent on their age”
Ian said. “If they are adolescent then
often arson is an attempt to get
approval from their social group,
alternatively for that age group if
they are a loner then revenge is often
the cause.

“If the arsonists are adults, then it
is usually the perpertrator trying to
get recognition for who they are.
They are often a nobody and by
lighting a serious fire they can, in a
bizarre sense, better understand who
they are.”
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Volunteer and Emergency
Services Open Day

By Terry Hewitt .
The Volunteer and Emergency Services

Open Day hosted by the Auckland Fire Region
was held at North Harbour Stadium
February 15, 2009.

The event attracted an estimated 10,000 people with the
exhibits focusing on public awareness of emergency
services and volunteer groups within the community.

The event was a timely reminder of the issues that our
neighbours are currently facing in Australia, with one part
of the country facing horrific bush fires while another
faced devastating floods.

Various groups including the Fire Service, Police, St John
Ambulance and military groups took part in what was a
wonderful day for all involved.

Other groups included North Shore Volunteer Coastguard,
Civil Defence, SPCA, Armed Offenders Squad, Bomb
Squad, while North Shore City and ACC put on a dramatic
stopping-distance display showing the public how
vulnerable pedestrians are on our roads.

" The Minister of Internal Affairs, the Hon Richard Worth
aly visited the event in the afternoon. Minister Worth took
the opportunity to ride in the basket of the new Auckland

&



The New Zealand Fire Service Magazine March 2009




14

Incidents

e e

A

'
4_1'

Early one Tuesday morning in March, Brown Watch
rescue tender from Hastings Fire Station received
a call to a horse trapped in a bog in Farmlet Road
on the banks of the Karamu Stream.

The crew was met at the scene
by the property owner who
eventually assisted the rescue
crew using his trusty Massey
Ferguson 35.

The horse, tired, distressed and
well trapped with its rear
quarters submerged in soupy
mud, had been trapped in this
position for about 24 hours.
The incident scene and horse’s
future looked hopeless.

Initial attempts to dig the horse
clear of the mud and drag it free,
failed to achieve the desired
result. A veterinary surgeon was
called to sedate the horse and
advise on animal welfare.

A length of 45mm hose secured
around the horse’s chest and
attached to the tractor eventually

Issue No. 49

dragged the horse clear of the
bog after several attempts.

Branches were cleared from
the vicinity using the Sabre saw.

The rescued horse showed signs
of shock lying on it’s side and
twitching it’s legs.

Twenty minutes after being
freed from it’s muddy trap the
horse after being rolled from
its side, shakily stood up and
was able to be led away.

From what appeared to be a
rather hopeless situation the
sense of relief for the fire-
fighters was immense when
the horse whilst being led
off relieved itself, put its
head down and had a feed
of fresh grass. A good result
all round.
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Incidents

Life saving phone

Many people say that they could not live without their mobile phones, for one young
woman that was literally true.

An unusual 111 call was made in
March by a young woman who had
been in a car accident but did not
know where she was. She was trapped
in her car somewhere between
Opotiki and Palmerston North.

The comcen went to Vodafone and
they helped determine that the driver
was able to access the Rainbow
Mountain cell site and was trans-
mitting from the north-west facing
sector of the mountain.

With this key piece of information,
fire crews from Rotorua were dis-
patched south along State Highway 5
toward Waiotapu.
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As this was happening, the comcen
was able to make contact with
the driver of the car to ascertain her
situation. A shoulder injury had
prevented her from leaving the car.

The car had rolled upside down into
a ditch and was not visible from
the road. With a failing cellphone
battery and the risk of leaking fuel
potentially igniting her car, the driver
was instructed to continually sound
the vehicle’s horn.

Fire crews responded down the state
highway using their sirens and horns
while a comcen staff member stayed
on the phone with the trapped women
as she lay upside down in pain.

As crews travelled south past the
Tamaki Maori Village, the wails of
fire sirens could be heard over the
cellphone and crews slowed to locate
the accident.

They found the vehicle had crossed
the centre line and gone off the right
hand side of the road. Firefighters
used airbags to free the patient and
she was taken by ambulance to
hospital where she was treated for
minor injuries.

The time taken from the response of
two Rotorua fire crews to locating the
missing vehicle was just 21 minutes.

: March-2009
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We’re bere to belp

There have been an awful lot of online changes happening over the last |8 months.

The Media, Promotions and Communications team as
well as IT have been working tirelessly to bring you the
latest in web-technology. We have seen the changes to the
external website — www.fire.org.nz — and how flash that’s
now looking, and most people will be aware that Firenet
is getting a similar makeover in the future.

As part of this process, the MPC team have overhauled
their own little corner of Firenet to give Fire Service staff
easier access and a better understanding of what the
MPC team does.

The site is broken down into the following sections:

» Who We Are, a page introducing the four members
of the team, Scott Sargentina, Caroline Rosanowski,
Mark McGeady and David Cormack, telling you their
roles and how they can help you.

» Resources, a page with all the stationary templates
you’ll need. Each item is downloadable so you can
have them and print them off at your own computer.
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» Promotional Material, where you can view what’s
available in terms of collateral, if you’re after some of
these to use or adapt you can contact Scott Sargentina
to discuss. We don’t hold stock or print them, that’s
over to you. We just supply the files.

» Firewise Project, here you’ll find regular updates on
the status of the revelopment of Firewise years one
and two.

» TVCs will host our recent television commercials
There are also pages devoted to What’s New and FAQs.

Quite a bit of effort has gone into making this site friendly
and helpful, of course though, if you find something
missing or just want clarification then the MPC team
wants to hear from you, to contact them via email type
NHQ Media Promotions Communications into the
“To” box.

You can visit the new MPC site at
http://firenet.fire.org.nz/Firenet/BusinessUnits/ MPC/
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The new kid’s fire safety ambassadors are making quite an impact.

Last year the MPC team introduced Flint and Amber as
the replacements to Brightspark. Since then, the pair has
gone on to appear in television commercials, take a starring
role in the new ‘C’mon Guys get Firewise’ brochure and
feature on everything from tattoos to balloons and stickers
to cars. And now they’re stepping out.

Just before Christmas, NHQ produced a set of mascots
that could bring Flint and Amber to life at events attended
by the Fire Service. Over the past two months, the duo has
done a serious tour of duty getting out and about all
round New Zealand, from Dargaville south!

With the pair proving very popular, it was decided to
get a second set produced so there would be one for the
North Island and one for the South.

Co-ordinating brigade/station requests started turning ugly
and with allegations made about preferential booking,
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we decided to call in IT to organise an online calendar
so that people can jump online and book the mascots
via Outlook.

To do this, just open Outlook Express, go to Public
Folders and click on National you will see ‘Flint and
Amber costumes’, firstly read the rules that are in the
folder and then click on the calendar to schedule in
your booking.

The rules are pretty obvious. Mainly, the costumes are
not allowed to be worn to places or events that are outside
the one stipulated on the request. So if you’ve got a fancy
dress party after an open day, don’t go as Flint or Amber.
Don’t let them near booze either. Basically, consider
whether the wearing of the mascots (and where and
when) could embarrass the Fire Service if a photo was
taken and appeared in the following day’s paper.
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As outlined in October’s Fire & Rescue, q [‘:q ':—"4 L‘—-’I

the Fire Service has entered into ;
a fire safety partnership with
Progressive Enterprises.
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Progressive are the name behind Woolworths,
Countdown and Foodtown supermarkets
in New Zealand. With 148 supermarkets

servicing 2.5 million Kiwis each week, the ."_ j L _J L __;I._ -
potential exposure of our fire safety messages
1s immense.

One of the first national promotions we are
undertaking is an instore campaign leading up
to, and just after, the end of Daylight Saving.
Big displays in each store will push the
‘Change your clock — check your smoke alarm’
message. This will be supported by instore
public address announcements and coverage
in the supermarket newsletters.

Daylight Saving ends on Sunday 5 April so
look out for these displays next time you go
shopping. And as well as promoting fire safety,
there is also a financial incentive as 20c from
every Panasonic 9v battery sold in Progressive
supermarkets is donated to the Fire Service
to support our smoke alarm programme in
‘at risk’ areas.
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Our People

RAY PRATT
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You might recognise him from the fire safety posters that were sent out recently.
He’s the man telling you how to dispose of ashes in a safe way.

But there’s more to Ray Pratt than
just ash disposal.

Ray is a Christchurch Firefighter and
one hell of a competitor. He’s achieved
national titles in four different
sports: orienteering, mountain-bike
orienteering, phoenix class sailing
and most recently, the over-50s
section of the Combat Challenge.

Team Blackfire’s performance at
the World Combat Challenge was
reviewed in last month’s Fire &
Rescue but Ray’s performance also
deserves special mention.

Ray tried his hand at the combat
challenge for “a bit of a challenge”
for the first time in 2008. By the end
of the year he’d ascended to the
number two ranked over-50-year-old
competitor in the world. Having
sewn up the national age group
championship he set his sights on
the world champs.

The New Zealand Fire Service Magazine

He qualified for the world
tournament with a best time of
1 minute 57 but knew he had to
step it up for the main event.

In a sport like this, every second
counts and astoundingly, Ray
managed to shave another 5 off
his qualifiying time.

His total of 1 minute 52 seconds
was enough to see him take out
second.

Ray was a little disappointed he
didn’t manage to win but when
you consider that the winner of the
over-50 section has been unbeated
in combat challenges for the last
nine years it’s clear Ray did amazingly
well. That’s not to say he’s resting
on his laurels. He’s got his nemesis
firmly in his sights.

“I’m definitely keen to catch him,
I just have to shave eight seconds of
my time!”
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Mr Standards

When Hawke’s Bay was struck by an earthquake measuring 7.9 in 1931, 258 people
lost their lives and many major landmarks and buildings were destroyed.

Out of the rubble Standards New Zealand was born.
Standards New Zealand is an organisation that sets quality
and safety levels for a wide variety of products, processes,
services, or performance. Following the development of the
first earthquake Standard in 1932, nearly 3000 standards
have been put together — including 650 building standards.

It takes an awful lot of work to produce a Standard and
members of various communities work together to
produce them. Each year, the Standards Council and
Standards New Zealand honour the 2,000 Standards
development committee members for their work over the
previous year with its Meritorious Awards.

The awards recognise the exceptional hard work and
dedication that individuals have contributed to high
quality Standards that assist New Zealanders in their
everyday lives. Award winners are nominated by their
peers and judged by a panel including representatives
from the Government, Standards New Zealand, and the
building, energy, consumer, safety, and health sectors.
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This year a member of the Fire Service received a
meritorious award for the good work he does for
Standards NZ. National Manager of Operation Standards,
Brian Davey, has served on six Standards development
committees, and chaired two of those committees. Each
of these committees was developing or reviewing a
Standard that affected firefighter safety as well as having
an effect on our communities. For example the Model
General Bylaw on Water Supply describes how Councils
are to provide water in their areas. This was an important
step in promoting the Fire Service Code of Practice for
Firefighting Water Supplies and having Local authority
support when it came up for review.

Brian was understandably delighted with his recognition.

“What this really means, is that my role in promoting
the Fire Service’s view in terms of Standards has been
successful and it means that the Fire Service is seen as an
important contributor to the development of New Zealand
and joint Australian/New Zealand Standards.
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Get out those calendars because
there area few dates coming up

__that you best put d ring-around. ~

May 2009

National Squash National Darts Wairarpa Sub Assn Bay Waikato Annual
Tournament Tournament Golf Tournament GolfTour
Carterton Golf Club

New Plymouth Papamoa
rachel.lind@fire.org.nz sandford@orcon.net.nz henrystechman@ﬂre.org.nz
July 2009

July 5 2009 July 2009
National Volley Ball Wellington Provincial F/B National Snooker South Island Volleyball
Golf Tournament Tournament Tournament
henrystechman@fire.org.nz michael.cockburn@fire.org.nz

Tournament
Feilding Golf Club

Tauranga
I<erry.gordon@ﬂre.org.nz warren.dunn@fire.org.nz

May 15-17 2009 May 2009 May 2009
Putaruru Golf Club

putaruru@fire.org.nz

May 2009

August 30 2009 September 5 2009

August 2009
National Alpine Ski Wellington Provincial Wellington Provincial F/B
Indoor Bowls Tournament

National Trout Fishing
Tournament Championships Driving Challenge
Wellington Mansfield Race Way Feilding

Turangi Ohakune
denchy@xtra.co.nz denchy@xtra.co.nz

jim.prescott@fire.orgnz ohakune@fire.org.nz

August 2009

October 2009
If you know of

Sports Council regional . .
an event missing,

NZFS National Rugby South Island Basketball
Tournament sports committee meetings
please contact

Tournament
Napier Twizel Contact your regional sports )
coundil rep for more details Fire & Rescue

graeme.day@fire.org.nz shane-tania@xtra.co.nz

September 3 2009 September 2009
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