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Where are you stationed?
National Headquarters.

What'’s your title?
Application Support SMS/SMART.

What’s been your progression within
the NZFS over the past 25 years!?
Joined NZFS in 1995 as the FIRS (Fire
Incident Reporting System) Coordinator
(ie looking after the input and quality
assurance of all incidents). Have stayed
in this role as FIRS progressed from a
paper-based system to a computer-
based system. | still check on the quality
of data in the incident reports, liaising
with people around the country when

| discover anomalies.

| have also picked up the role as SMS
Helpdesk person.This last role has
expanded enormously to include such
things as OSM, building data, Tasks and
Smart Maps/Reports.

Family?

Married to Cushla, have two adult sons
and one beautiful granddaughter
(unbiased opinion).
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What's the one thing that sticks in
your mind about the job?

Always plenty to do.

If you could make one change to the
Fire Service what would it be?

Ensure people get adequate training in
our computer-based systems, especially
volunteer brigades.

Your most embarrassing moment

on the job?

Spending 10 minutes frantically trying to
find out why someone had lost a lot of
his files, and discovering he only needed
to scroll across the screen to find them.

What’s one thing people would be
surprised to learn about you?

| sang in the school choir for five years.
This is possibly the reason | like songs
which involve great harmonies.

Favourite book?
To Kill a Mockingbird.

Favourite music group?
The Beatles, Simon and Garfunkel.

Favourite movie!

I haven't really got one, although the
movie of my favourite book would
be right up there. Others that spring
to mind include Sophie’s Choice,
Good Will Hunting, A Beautiful Mind,
As It Is In Heaven.Years ago | was

a fan of the Pink Panther movies
(the Peter Sellars’ ones).

Favourite TV show?

When the Boat Comes In (an old
British drama — they don't make them
like that any more). Also MASH and
Hill St Blues from earlier days and ER
and Outrageous Fortune in more
recent times.

Favourite sport?
Rugby, Tennis.

Favourite holiday destination?

On a beach that has good waves for
body-surfing.

If I wasn’t in the Fire Service I'd be?
On a permanent camping trip with
my wife.
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The ‘no limits’ attitude

The Dunedin duo Brodie Carvalho and his firefighter trainer Richard Yeardly are back

with their latest challenge to firefighters.

Brodie, who has Down’s Syndrome, is a huge fan of
firefighters and takes an active role in Otago fire safety
promotions. With the help of Richard, he also raises
funds for the Leukaemia and Blood Foundation.
In 2008 Brodie competed in the Sky Tower Challenge
and his 20 minute-23 second effort in full firefighting

kit plus BA raised $15,000.

Brodie also wears his firefighting kit (donated by
the Fire Service management in Dunedin) to

promote smoke alarms at events the Fire Service is
involved with.

“He loves connecting and chatting with people and
pushes the hell out of smoke alarms — often he will

follow people down an aisle convincing them they need
them in their homes,” said Richard.

For the past 18 months Brodie, under the direction

of Richard, has been training for his first triathlon at
the end of March.

He will swim across Lake Dunstan in Central Otago
and then bike from Cromwell to Clyde where he
joins a firefighters duathlon and runs to Alexandra.

Once again, Brodie is raising funds for the Leukaemia
and Blood Foundation.

k;h;to‘iun‘dé Robertson/Otago Daily Times.

Brodie's bike: Richard and Brodie get some practice in ahead of their

triathlon at the end of March.
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Hear the smoke alarm. Beep! Beep! Beep! (x3)

Get out! Stay out! Well done!
Fire in the house. Hot! Hot! Hot! (x3)

Get out! Stay out! Well done!
When you know there are flames. Fire! Fire! (x3)

Get out! Stay out! Well done!
See the fire engine. Safe outside. (x3)

Get out! Stay out! Well done!

Hear the smoke alarm. Beep! Beep! Beep!
Fire in the house. Hot! Hot! Hot!

When you know there are flames. Fire! Fire!
See the fire engine. Safe outside.

Get out! Stay out! Well done! (x3)
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